Preparing/Practicing for the State Assessment
Not every practice writing test in the classroom needs to be a full scale writing test that lasts 120 minutes and is scored with the state rubrics for writing. Students can also practice for the statewide writing assessment in stages using time limits similar to the time limits used in the statewide writing assessment.

The recommended time frames for the new Grade 5 Writing assessment are:



Planning/Prewriting: 
15 minutes



Drafting: 

45 minutes



Revising/Editing
20 minutes



Final Draft

30 minutes



Proofreading

10 minutes

Each of these steps of writing on demand can be practiced in the Writer’s Workshop without time limits. Later, as student skill and confidence increases, the teacher can gradually introduce time limits. 

It is important to discuss and practice each phase of the statewide writing assessment with the class in order to prepare them for the context of writing on demand without teacher or peer assistance.

Introduce the class to the pages of the test document: the writing topic/writing checklist page, the prewriting page, the drafting page, and the final draft pages.  Sample pages are provided on the Grade 5 Writing Assessment resource page of the GaDOE website. 
Use slide 48 in the Grade 5 Assessment and Instructional Guide/PowerPoint to lead a discussion of how writing prompts are constructed. After students are familiar with the parts of a prompt, you may ask groups or individual students to try to construct a writing prompt on a topic you assign. This technique can be used for constructing informational, narrative, and persuasive prompts. Constructing a prompt correctly requires students to understand the purpose of each genre.
Each persuasive, narrative, and informational prompt contains cues to guide the reader in planning a response. Discuss how the cues can be used as a starting point for generating a pre-writing web.

Practice webbing and drafting informational, narrative, and persuasive writing topics in short increments (ten or twenty minutes) before administering a full-length practice writing test. These short pieces of writing can be used in the Writer’s Workshop to practice skills for revising in Ideas, Organization, Style, and Conventions.
After administering each phase of the practice test, allow students to talk about their experiences writing with a time limit. This will reveal which part(s) of the test are most challenging to them. Develop a set of strategies for each portion of the writing assessment.

